The Story of British Diplomacy
Palmerston's extinction of Mehemet All, and of the French designs upon Syria in 1840. " It is also/' said Palmerston, " meant as a kind of retrospective justification of the congress of the other day with which I would have nothing to do/' Lord Dufferin accomplished his task with admirable spirit, judgment and success. The fact and the circumstances of his despatch constituted an admission that the nominal independence of the Porte, as secured by the treaty of 1856, had ceased to exist. The Sultan had indeed consented to this act of intervention; when, however, asked for his acquiescence, he had been told that whether he said yes or no, the Powers meant to manage it in their own way.
The most serious events of Lord Russell's second Secretaryship happened on the other side of the Atlantic. The damages to Federal property done by Confederate privateers built, like the Alabama, in England, gave rise to the prolonged and threatening controversy between Washington and Whitehall which was only settled by the Geneva arbitration of 1870. Of the war itself there need be recalled here only so much as will make its politics intelligible. The secession of the Southern States from the Union began with South Carolina, whose efforts resulted, on 4th February 1861, in a meeting of Southern delegates at Montgomery in Alabama for the purpose of forming, under the presidency of Jefferson Davis, a constitution of their own. At its commencement the consideration of slavery did not enter into the quarrel; the Federal president, Abraham Lincoln, emphasised this fact; nor did he, as has been supposed, introduce the word into-the negotiations for a friendly dissolution of partnership by which it was attempted to avert actual
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